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Open LETTER TO AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION 
Asxs CooperATION IN GASOLINE RATIONING 


An open letter, addressed to the Amer- 
ican Dental Association on October 22 by 
John R. Richards, chief, Gasoline Ra- 
tioning Branch of the Office of Price 
Administration, outlines the eligibility of 
dentists for gasoline rations and asks the 
cooperation of members in the nation- 
wide gasoline rationing program which 
becomes effective on November 22. The 
letter follows : 


With the approval of the President, Mr. 
Jeffers has directed this Office to institute 
and administer a nation-wide mileage ration- 
ing program for the express purpose of con- 
serving our rubber-borne transportation, 
thereby preventing a collapse of our civilian 
and military economy. This directive is in 
accord with the recommendations of the 
Baruch Committee which reported that na- 
tional gasoline rationing was the only pos- 
sible means by which this objective could be 
attained. 


We have two great tasks to perform: we 
must continue to save gasoline in the East 
Coast area in order to provide transportation 
facilities for fuel oil and other essential pe- 
troleum products; we must ration gasoline 
on a nation-wide scale in order to save rub- 
ber. In both programs, the indispensability 
of your profession has been recognized by, 
your inclusion in the limited number of per- 
sons whose work is deemed most essential to 
the war effort. 

Our experience with the East Coast Pro- 
gram showed that one-half of the gasoline 
rations issued for passenger car use has been 
granted for purposes defined in the preferred 
categories, though the holders of such rations 
constitute less than one-quarter of passenger 
car operators. Clearly then, if we are to 
make any significant savings of rubber, we 
must have the complete cooperation of pre- 
ferred users. 


Under the Gasoline Rationing Regulations 
for the national program, the owner or per- 
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son entitled to the use of a passenger auto- 
mobile may be issued a basic A ration which 
provides for 240 miles of driving a month, 
calculated on the basis of 15 miles per gal- 
lon of gasoline. 

If dentists have occupational mileage in 
excess of the 150 miles a month which is 
deemed available for such purposes in the 
basic ration, they may be eligible for a sup- 
plemental B ration. This B book will pro- 
vide for additional occupational mileage up 
to 320 miles a month if the applicant demon- 
strates that the mileage is needed for his 
work; that a bona-fide ride-sharing arrange- 
ment has been made, or that it is impossible 
to do so and that reasonably adequate alter- 
native means of transportation are lacking. 
The combined A and B rations make 470 
miles a month available for occupational 
driving and go miles a month available for 
home necessity use. In most cases this 
amount will be adequate for the essential 
driving needs of dentists. 

Misunderstanding has arisen and will arise 
in connection with preferred mileage, that is, 
occupational mileage in excess of 470 miles 
a month. No member of any medical pro- 
fession is per se eligible for such mileage. 
The C book, tailored to actual requirements 
by the local War Price and Rationing Boards, 
is granted to physicians, surgeons and den- 
tists for the purpose of making necessary 
professional calls or for rendering necessary 
professional services, if the qualifications for 
the B ration are met. 

A great majority of dentists, like special- 
ists in other fields of medicine, practice in 
their own offices. Since preferred mileage 
is not granted to any practitioner in any 
branch of medicine for driving between home 
and private office, most dentists are not 
eligible for the C ration. It must be empha- 
sized that the Regulations govern surgeons, 
physicians and dentists in precisely the same 
fashion. 

In the Mileage Rationing Program, the 
Tire and Gasoline Regulations have been so 
integrated that everyone is eligible for tires 
of the quality needed to give him the mile- 
age allowed by his gasoline ration. 

We hope that dentists will regard their 
preferred status as a moral and patriotic 
obligation rather than as a personal privi- 
lege. When the Nation-Wide Program goes 
into effect, there are certain concrete things 


which members of your indispensable pro- 
fession can do to live up to its high ethical 
standards. 

1. They can ease the thankless job of their 
local War Price and Rationing Boards by 
not insisting that they are automatically 
eligible for a C book. 

2. In the computation of their mileage for 
the purpose of applying supplemental rations, 
they can remember that the Regulations re- 
quire 150 miles of the basic ration to be used 
for. occupational purposes. 

3. They can turn back to the local boards, 
at the end of the first three months’ period, 
all extra coupons which have accrued to 
them as a result of over-generous tailoring by 
the boards or of a quite natural over-esti- 
mation of driving needs. The moral effect 
of such acts will be tremendous, and the 
savings of gasoline and rubber symbolized 
by such coupons can be very large. 

4. They can aid the program immensely 
by helping to establish the principle that 
there is no provision whatsoever in any ra- 
tion for purely pleasure driving. 

5. They can scrupulously observe the 35 
mile speed limit at all times. 

6. They can refrain from any kind of non- 
essential driving, and use public means of 
transportation wherever possible. 

Dentists exert a powerful influence on 
public opinion. If their fellow citizens have 
any reason to believe that professional men 
whom they regard with great respect are in- 
different or hostile to the Mileage Rationing 
Program, it will be difficult, if not impossi- 
ble, to make this mandatory war measure 
effective. We know that we can rely upon 
the unselfishness, integrity and patriotism of 
your profession. 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


Rosinson Urces CooperaATION 
GasoLine Ration PRroGRAM 


GAS RATIONING AND THE WAR EFFORT.— 
The dental profession is appealed to 
directly, through an open letter from the 
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Gasoline Rationing Branch of the Office 
of Price Administration for its support 
in making effective the gas rationing pro- 
gram. This communication appears in 
full in this issue of the Mip-MonrHLy. 
I urge your careful reading of it in order 
that you may understand clearly both 
the purpose of gasoline rationing and the 
character of the special privilege granted 
the dentist under regulations established 
in recognition of the essential health 
service that he renders. 

The successful conclusion of the war 
effort will depend largely on the suffi- 
ciency of materials necessary to the vig- 
orous and sustained prosecution of it. In 
the case of gasoline, there is no potential 
shortage, for production could be made 
to meet all needs; but there is a critical 
shortage of rubber, on which gasoline 
usage depends, and the extent of auto- 
mobile transportation for personal use 
must be governed by the available supply 
of rubber. It is obvious that protec- 
tion of this supply can best be ensured 
through limitations arbitrarily placed on 
gasoline distribution designed to restrict 
the mileage use of rubber. Also, the 
shipment of gasoline from sources of 
supply in one section of the country to 
consumers in a remote section must be 
reduced to a minimum to free common 
carriers for vital uses. 

It is gratifying to know that the Office 
of Price Administration has thoughtfully 
considered the needs of dentistry in the 
over-all program of gas rationing and has 
recognized the dental profession as a 
class whose members should receive pre- 
ferment in the interest of the war effort. 
In the circumstances, the Office of Price 
Administration rightfully asks the dentist 
to consider seriously his corresponding 
duty to conform fully to the scheme of 
rationing, and urges that he accept will- 
ingly and make faithfully whatever per- 
sonal sacrifice is expressed or implied in 
the effort to achieve strict conservation 


of restricted gasoline and limited rubber 
supplies. 

The war situation is critical. An effort 
is being made to adjust every essential 
activity to the main purpose of winning 
the war. It may be won directly by the 
excellent performance of our men on the 
fighting front ; it may be lost or unneces- 
sarily prolonged by the indifferent per- 
formance of our citizenry on the home 
front. To date, the dentist has done an 
excellent job in service to the armed 
forces. There is no reason to doubt that 
he will carry through in doing his full 
part as a civilian. 


CHRISTMAS CARDS.—Communications ad- 
dressed to your President from leading 
dentists throughout the United States 
earnestly suggest that for this year we 
forego the custom of sending Christmas 
cards. We are reminded that this method 
of expressing the Christmas spirit has 
contributed much in the past to the en- 
joyment of mutual friendships; but we 
are reminded also that there is in war- 
time perhaps a better way to express the 
season’s meaning. It is pointed out that 
to abandon this practice for the duration 
would assist the war effort in two ways: 
first, the money usually spent by dentists 
for this purpose (estimated at a million 
dollars) could be applied to the purchase 
of stamps and bonds, which would mean 
a substantial contribution to the war 
effort ; second, the withdrawal of a large 
volume of cards from the mails would 
relieve the postoffice facilities of a tre- 
mendous burden at a time when they are 
taxed to capacity. Your President is in 
accord with this recommendation: In 
order to do my part, I will not this year 
send any Christmas cards, but will apply 
the amount usually spent for this purpose 
to the purchase of extra war stamps and 
bonds.—J. Ben Robinson, President. 


é 
i 
i 
i 
¥ ix 
y 
7 
) 
7 i 
4] 


THE JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION 


WAR SERVICE COMMITTEE 


Commissions May Be 
AVAILABLE IN 1943 


The announcement that new quotas 
will be established for the Army Dental 
Corps in 1943 may again open the way 
for the granting of commissions, applica- 
tions for which are now being received 
only from dentists whose induction is 
imminent. This information came from 
the Office of the Surgeon General of the 
Army in response to an inquiry from C. 
Willard Camalier, chairman of the War 
Service Committee, regarding the time 
applicants for commissions could expect 
to be called to active duty. 

The letter from the Office of the Sur- 
geon General, under date of October 13, 
follows : 


I wish to advise that it is extremely doubt- 
ful that the Procurement and Assignment 
Service can give applicants any ideas as to 
when they will be called for active duty. As 
you know, until further notice, only the ap- 
plications of those dentists who have been 
placed in Class 1-A and whose induction is 
imminent are being processed. However, 
upon the announcement of the allotment for 
1943, the Class 1-A restriction will probably 
be removed. It is the hope of this office 
that there will be sufficient volunteers to 
meet our requirements at that time, but if 
not the Procurement and Assignment Serv- 
ice will be called upon for dentists available 
for appointment. 


AVAILABILITY OF DENTISTS 
For Non-Miuitary AGENCIES 


The availability of dentists for service 
in non-military, governmental agencies 
was the subject of a statement issued by 
the Directing Board of the Procurement 
and Assignment Service on October 16. 


State chairmen were asked to “prevent 
men who are qualified for military duty 
from serving with non-military agencies.” 
The text of the statement follows: 


If a physician or dentist is not essential 
in civilian practice, presumably he is avail- 
able to any governmental agency—military 
or non-military—which may request his serv- 
ices. State chairmen of the Procurement and 
Assignment Service are charged with the re- 
sponsibility of determining whether or not a 
man is essential. It is not their function. 
however, to declare that a man who is not 
essential in civilian practice is available for 
the Army or the Navy but not available for 
a non-military governmental agency such as 
the United States Public Health Service, the 
Office of Indian Affairs or other agency. 

On the other hand, we are now reaching 
the stage in our procurement program where 
it is necessary to prevent men who are qual- 
ified for military duty from serving with non- 
military agencies. To this end, we are re- 
questing all non-military governmental agen- 
cies which employ physicians to approach 
only those physicians who are not qualified 
for military duty because they are: (1) phys- 
ically disqualified and have been so adjudged 
by the United States Army; (2) forty-five 
years of age and over, or (3) women. 


Move To ConsERVE SUPPLY 
OF LABORATORY TECHNICIANS 


TECHNICIAN SHORTAGE.—Because of the 
critical number of laboratory techni- 
cians who have been withdrawn from 
civilian duties through the operation of 
the Selective Service Act, the War 
Service Committee of the American 
Dental Association was authorized by 
the House of Delegates at the Annual 
Meeting to make a survey of the dental 
laboratory situation. This survey is now 
in progress and hundreds of returns have 
already been made to the committee’s 
offices. 

Information gleaned from the returned 
questionnaires, according to C. Willard 
Camalier, chairman of the War Service 
Committee, indicates that an alarming 
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number of key men in the industry and 
in private offices are being inducted into 
the Army or have enlisted. The com- 
mittee believes that immediate attention 
should be given to the serious depletion 
of the supply of these technicians. 

On October 17, after a presentation 
to the Directing Board of the Procure- 
ment and Assignment Service by the 
dental member, C. Willard Camalier, 
the board took the following action. 


Voted to remind the War Service Com- 
mittee of the American Dental Association 
that the need for preserving dental tech- 
nicians has been brought to the attention of 
the directing board, but that it is a matter 
outside official authority of the Procurement 
and Assignment Service. The board is, how- 
ever, impressed withthe importance of pre- 
serving adequate numbers for civilian needs 
and suggests that the state military affairs 
committees of the American Dental Associa- 
tion take cognizance of the matter and make 
the need known to the local boards. 


On October 18, the War Service 
Committee approved a motion that state 
military affairs committees appeal to 
local boards when requested in behalf 
of meritorious cases, in an effort to re- 
tain a number of key men in the indus- 
try and in private offices sufficient to 
assure that dental technical service to 
the profession shall not suffer further 
in any appreciable degree. 

Inasmuch as the Procurement and 
Assignment Service was not strictly 
authorized, under executive order of the 
President, to deal with groups other than 
physicians, dentists and veterinarians, 
representatives of state societies or of 
state society military affairs committees 
are in better position than state Pro- 
curement and Assignment Service chair- 
men to approach local boards. Labora- 
tory owners and technicians have been 
slvised to seek counsel of the various 
state societies. 


DENTAL TECHNICIANS.—The following 
statement has been made by the War 
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Service Committee on the status of den- 
tal technicians : 


The War Manpower Commission has 
determined that the dental laboratory is an 
essential activity and therefore Selective Ser- 
vice will give due consideration to the defer- 
ment of qualified dental technicians when it 
is known that the particular laboratory tech- 
nician is essential to the rendering of a dis- 
tinct and necessary service to the dental 
profession. 


The procedure for requesting deferment of 
technicians is as follows: It is necessary to 
submit to the appropriate local board a 
claim for the deferment of a registrant on 
DSS Form 42A. Information should be 
given to the local board concerning the 
nature of the work performed by the regis- 
trant, the amount of training and skill neces- 
sary in the performance of such work, the 
available supply of trained and skilled work- 
ers for replacement and the length of time 
required to train a replacement. 

If a registrant or the employer who sub- 
mits a claim for deferment believes that his 
classification is improper, either of them may 
appeal therefrom to a board of appeal by 
filing notice of such action with the local 
board within ten days from the date of mail- 
ing of classification by the local board. 

Dental and medical laboratories are listed 
as essential activities under the heading 
“Health and Welfare Services, Facilities and 
Equipment.” A registrant engaged therein 
may be deferred on occupational grounds if 
he is found to be a “necessary man.” 

The dental laboratory owner should seek 
the advice and counsel of the state Military 
Affairs Committee on the essentiality of the 
technician concerned. 

The deferment of any citizen, dentist, 
physician or veterinarian, and others, is not 
for the convenience of the individual, em- 
ployer or other local community, but only 
because the government believes the defer- 
ment necessary for the health and safety of 
the nation and that such deferment will assist 
in winning the war. 


PRIVATE TECHNICIANS.—On November 
3, the War Service Committee asked all 
state military affairs committees “to 
ascertain as promptly as possible the 
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names and addresses of dentists who em- 
ploy private laboratory technicians, in 
order that the proper forms may be 
mailed to them.” The communication 
continued : “As a suggestion, it probably 
will be necessary, in some instances, to 
circularize the dentists personally; or, 
provided too much time will not be lost, 
to urge that names be sent to the proper 
state office as a result of a notice in your 
state or local dental journals.” 

The War Service Committee also an- 
nounced that it wished to “ascertain at 
once, for the benefit of the armed forces, 
the names and addresses of dental tech- 
nicians who are in the process of being 
inducted.” The committee requested the 
chairmen of state military affairs com- 
mittees to communicate with the com- 
manding officer of the local induction 
center, asking that the names and ad- 
dresses of dental technicians entering 
through the center be sent to the proper 
state office. This information should be 
sent immediately to the office of the War 
Service Committee, where it will be pre- 
pared for transmission to the Office of 
the Surgeon General of the United States 
Army. State chairmen should also re- 
quest the commanding officer to urge 
the inductee to make every effort to be 
placed in the medical department for 
assignment to laboratory technician’s 
work. 


THE WAR 


Manpower McNutt 
CommeEnpDs DENTAL PROFESSION 


In a recent speech, Paul V. McNutt, 
chairman of the Manpower Commission, 
commended the record of dentistry and 
medicine in cooperation with the na- 


tional war effort. He pointed out that 
the physicians of the country have 
reached 95 per cent of the 1942 pro- 
curement objective for the armed forces, 
while dentistry has entirely filled its 
1942 quota. 

“The members of the medical and 
dental professions,” he said, “have made 
a distinguished ‘record in their self- 
imposed, voluntary enlistment program. 
This is a splendid record and one that is 
in keeping with the fine tradition of 
service which the professions have always 
had. Once the need of our military and 
naval services was known and the ad- 
ministrative procedures were organized 
to handle recruitment, the physicians 
and dentists indicated their willingness 
and eagerness to serve. 

“The dentists, likewise, have been 
quick to respond. By September 4g, 
1942, the Surgeon General of the Army 
announced that the procurement objec- 
tive for dental officers in the Army of 
the United States had been reached and 
that the authorized allotment for the 
period ending December 31, 1942 was 
almost filled. 

“The medical, dental and veterinary 
professions have set up their own organ- 
ization for the purpose of voluntary re- 
cruitment. The Procurement and As- 
signment Service, under the leadership 
of Frank H. Lahey, M.D., chairman of 
the directing board of this service, and 
Past President of the American Medical 
Association, now operates through a 
central office in Washington, a consultant 
office in Chicago, nine corps area offices, 
and state and local offices for physi- 
cians, dentists and veterinarians. 

“IT wish to congratulate the pro- 
fessions on their remarkable recruit- 
ment achievement and also on their 
genuine and unselfish cooperation with 
both military and non-military 
agencies.” 
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Reviews War Recorp 
or Navy DenTAt Corps 


The wartime activities of the Navy 
Dental Corps were reviewed recently by 
Capt. C. V. Rault, DC, USN, who spoke 
before the American Academy of Den- 
tal Science in Boston in October.* Cap- 
tain Rault reported that seventeen offi- 
cers of the Navy Dental Corps had been 
listed as war casualties, and that three 
had been cited for gallantry in action. 

Lt. Comdr. Hugh R. Alexander and 
Lt. Comdr. Thomas E. Crowley were 
killed at Pearl Harbor, and Comdr. 
Wadsworth C. Trojakowski was killed 
in action during the Coral Sea battle, he 
said. One of the. casualties, who is re- 
ported as missing, is Lt. Claude M. 
Fraleigh, awarded the Silver Star for 
“gallantry in action and meritorius con- 
duct in the line of his profession in time 
of stress on Bataan Peninsula, P. I., dur- 
ing the period of November 5, 1941 to 
March 11, 1942.” 

Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, USN, has 
commended two other officers, Lt. Rush 
L. Canon and Lt. (jg) Kenneth L. 
Longeway, for services at Pearl Harbor, 
Captain Rault said. 

The role of the dentist during a naval 
battle was described by Captain Rault 
to be one of waiting for casualties to be 
brought to them. 

“This waiting for action is the most 
harrowing of all,” he declared, “for a 
dental officer cannot see what is going on 
topside and has no idea if the fleet is 
approaching within range of the enemy 
or if they have slipped from our grasp. 
In a recent battle, the only medical offi- 
cer aboard a ship with a large comple- 
ment was killed early in the engagement 
and the dental officer had to take his 
place. He carried on in a commendable 
manner and received much praise for 
his work.” 


*Army & Navy J., 80:190, October 17, 
1942. 


Captain Rault also recalled that the 
first American naval officer killed in 
World War I was a dental officer, Lt. 
(jg) Weeden E. Osborne, who was post- 
humously awarded the Distinguished 
Service Cross and the Navy Medal of 
Honor for “extraordinary heroism under 
fire” with the Marines in an attack on a 
French village. A destroyer has been 
named in honor of this officer. 


RECENT PROMOTIONS 
in ARMY AND Navy 


The War Department announced re- 
cently that Capt. Carlos A. Gaffin, Ft. 
Hayes, Ohio, and Capt. Michael J. Mc- 
Andrew, post dental officer, Camp Perry, 
Ohio, had been promoted to the rank of 
major. 

In the Navy, the Bureau of Medicine 
and Surgery announced that sixty-two 
candidates for appointment as commis- 
sioned officers in the Dental Corps had 
been found qualified as the result of an 
examination held on July 6. All of the 
following successful applicants will be 
commissioned as lieutenants, junior 
grade: Damon E. Bernard, John L. 
Biedermann, Frank C. Blair, Jr., Emil 
A. Bolline, John F. Bowman, Donald R. 
Bragg, Leo E. Brenning, John H. Cath- 
cart, John F. Chimienti, Angelo B. Costa, 
James W. Cummins, Leonard E. Cur- 
phey, Leonard L. Dailey, David P. Dob- 
son, George W. Ferguson, E. A. H. 
Gargiulo, William H. Gibbons, J. Ken- 
neth Hall, Bill J. Harris, Benjamin F. 
Haymes, Frederic S. Hill, William P. 
Jones, Frank J. Kalas, Gilbert Klein, 
Fred J. Losee, Frank J. Losey, Eugene C. 
Lytle, Von R. McAtee, Robert J. Mc- 
Guane, Jackson F. McKinney, George 
E. Madden, Wilbert C. Manke, Albert 
C. Matt, Gordon L. Miller, George T. 
Moore, Jr., Kenneth L. Morgan, Clinton 
O. Olsen, Howard W. Pierce, Charles C. 
Pruitt, Jr., Benson N. Redding, Glenn D. 
Richardson, James R. Robinson, Joseph 
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H. Scanlon, Wendell J. Schwoerer, Duane 
R. Shiffert, Frank J. Smith, Richard A. 
Soja, William J. Stevenson, Wilbur J. 
Sunderman, C. E. Thomlinson, Jr., War- 
ren E. Thornburg, Stephen E. Thorne, 
Lyndon M. Virkler, Albert L. Vogel, Jr., 
Richard J. Warnecke, Frank M. Wentz, 
Thaddeus H. Williams, R. E. Woolwine, 
Jr., F. S. Wozniak, Jr., Melvin V. Young, 
Phillip R. Zeitsoff and Roman G. Ziol- 
kowsky. 

In another promotion list issued by the 
Navy, the following dental surgeons were 
nominated for the position of captain ; 
Francis G. Ulen, Henry R. Delaney, 
David L. Cohen and Harry L. Kalen. 
Dental Surgeon Daniel W. Ryan was 
named a commander, with the following 
passed assistant dental surgeons nomi- 
nated to be lieutenant commanders : Cur- 
tiss W. Schantz, Charles F, Lynch, Mack 
Meradity, W. D. F. Stagner, Robert W. 
Wheelock, Paul M. Carbiener, R. H. 
Barret, Jr., Francis V. Lydon, George 
N. Crosland, Adolph W. Borsum and 
William D. Bryan. 

The following assistant surgeons were 
nominated as lieutenants: August Bar- 
telle, Edmund E. Jeansonne, William D. 
Owen, Dewey D. Jackson, Charles J. 
Schork, Albert T. Smith, John C. Far- 
quhar, Paul L. Brandt and William R. 
Franklin. 

The Army, in another promotion list, 
nominated the following first lieutenants 
for promotion to the rank of captain in 
the Dental Corps: Paul E. Edson, David 
C. Hazard, Walter J. Newton, Robert 
C. Sample, James E. Chipps, Harold J. 
Malan and Franklin S. Lister. 


Rep Cross Sponsors 
PuotocraPH 


A photograph contest of particular 
interest to dentists and to other members 
of the health professions is being spon- 
sored by the American Red Cross to 
provide a pictorial story of the organiza- 


tion’s wartime work at home and abroad. 
A total of 122 prizes, consisting of war 
savings bonds with an aggregate maturity 
value of $5,125, are offered in this com- 
petition, which began October 1 and 
continues through December 31. 

Entrants may submit as many pictures 
as desired at any time during the contest, 
but no photographs that have been pub- 
lished are eligible. All entries must por- 
tray an activity of the American Red 
Cross or be symbolic of the spirit of the 
American Red Cross. 

Pictures may be made on any type of 
film. No print or enlargement more than 
10 inches in the longest dimension may 
be entered. While there is no minimum 
limit, prints no smaller than 5 by 7 inches 
are preferred. They should be mailed 
flat and unmounted. 

Two classes of awards are being made. 
For the best photograph submitted each 
month, thirty-six prizes will be awarded. 
At the end of the three-month period, 
from among the prize-winning photo- 
graphs of each month, fourteen grand- 
prize winners will be selected. Five 
nationally known amateur and profes- 
sional photographers will be the judges. 

The competition is known as the “Red 
Cross National Photo Awards.” Head- 
quarters are at 598 Madison Avenue, 
New York City, and all entries must be 
sent to that address. 


Near 1942 ProcurREMENT 
For PuysiciANs 


The 1942 objective in the procurement 
of medical officers has almost been 
reached, according to a recent statement 
by the Directing Board of the Procure- 
ment and Assignment Service. Ninety- 
five per cent of the procurement objec- 
tive for 1942, it was stated, has already 
been met. Efforts will be made to reach 
the goal through recruitment of officers 
in those states that have not yet filled 
their quotas. 
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COMMITTEE ON DENTAL 
LEGISLATION 


RésumE or ACTIVITIES 
1n DENTAL LEGISLATION 


Seven bills on dental interest are now 
pending in the Congress of the United 
states, according to a recent résumé is- 
sued by the Committee on Dental Leg- 
islation, of which Sterling V. Mead is 
chairman. The present status of these 
bills in the Senate or House of Repre- 
sentatives has been outlined by Samuel 
R. Lewis, secretary of the committee. 


H.R. 6730 s. 2370.—This bill 
would prohibit the transportation of mail 
order dentures through interstate com- 
merce. It was passed by the House of 
Representatives, March 16, 1942, and 
hearings before the Senate Subcommittee 
of the Committee on Interstate Com- 
merce were held on July 15-20. The 
committee has not yet reported to the 
Senate. 


s. 194.—The bill authorizing the 
United States Public Health Service to 
conduct research on the causes of dental 
diseases was passed by the Senate on 
May 23, 1941. It has been referred to 
the House Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce, but no action has 


been taken by this committee. 


S. 2769 anp H.R. 7243.—These bills 
establish the rank of rear admiral in the 
Dental Corps of the United States Navy. 
The Committee on Naval Affairs in both 
houses is considering the bill. A hearing 
was held by the Senate committee on 
October 2, but no report has been made 
to the Senate. 


H.R. 7616.—This bill, introduced into 
the House of Representatives on Sep- 
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tember 29, 1942, by Representative Al- 
fred L. Bulwinkle, deals with the organ- 
ization and functions of the United 
States Public Health Service. The bill 
does not propose a separate dental divi- 
sion as recommended by the House of 
Delegates of the American Dental Asso- 
ciation. No action has been taken by the 
Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce, to which the bill was re- 
ferred. 


H.R. 7378.—This is the Revenue Bill of 
1942. It was passed by both houses of 
Congress and approved by the President 
on October 21. In addition to provid- 
ing for greatly increased income taxes, 
this bill includes a provision to allow a 
deduction to be made for all unusual 
dental, medical and hospital expenses in 
excess of 5 per cent of the net income. 
The deduction of dental expenses was 
included in the bill at the request of 
the Committee on Legislation. 


H.R. 7164.—This bill, amending the 
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Civil Relief Act, 
was approved by the President on Oc- 
tober 6. A summary of the relief pro- 
vided has been published in THE 
JourNaL.* 


H.R. 6362.—Approved by the President 
on September 26, this bill imposes an 
annual registration requirement on per- 
sons licensed to practice the healing art 
in the District of Columbia. The annual 
registration fee is $2 and registration 
must be effected during the month of 
December of each year. 


H.R. 7534.—The amendment and ex- 
tension of the provisions of the Social 
Security Act are proposed in this bill, 
which was introduced by Thomas Eliot, 
of Massachusetts. Among the benefits 
proposed by the bill are: extension of 
old age and survivors’ insurance, insur- 


*J.A.D.A., 29:2074, November, 1942. 
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ance benefits for workers permanently 
and totally disabled, a system of unem- 
ployment compensation and temporary 
disability benefits and a federal system 
of hospitalization benefits. 


H.R. 7591.—Introduced by Representa- 
tive Andrew Edmiston, of West Vir- 
ginia, the bill proposes the establishment 
of an office of technological mobilization 
to appraise the current use being made 
of scientific and technical personnel and 
facilities. If personnel or facilities fail 
to submit or accept plans for immediate 
conversion of their efforts to work 
deemed more essential, they will be 
drafted by the office of technological 
mobilization. 


H.R. 7618 anv s. 2814.—This bill pro- 
vides for the vocational rehabilitation of 
persons who served honorably in the 
armed forces during the present war 
and who are disabled as the result of 
such service. The “rehabilitation” pro- 
vided would include physical restoration 
or repair, medical examination and care, 
prosthetic or other devices, physical and 
occupational therapy, training, place- 
ment to employment and other appro- 
priate services. 


w.R. 7661.—The bill provides for the 
vocational rehabilitation of certain per- 
sons disabled under circumstances en- 
titling them, after discharge from the 
armed forces, to a pension or retirement 
pay. The bill was passed by the House 
of Representatives and is now pending 
before the Senate Committee on Finance. 


DeEpDwcTIONS FoR DENTISTRY 
ALLOWED New Tax BILu 


Unusual dental and medical expenses 
may be deducted from income tax re- 
turns under the new tax bill that was 
passed by the Congress in October. If 
general “medical” expenses, which in- 


clude health and accident insurance pre- 
miums, exceed 5 per cent of the tax- 
payer’s net income, the amount in excess 
of 5 per cent may be deducted if there 
has been no compensation by insurance. 
Deductions are limited to $2,500 for the 
head of a family and to $1,250 for others. 
The section of the tax bill pertinent to 
this change are: 


(x) Medical, Dental, Etc., Expenses.— 
Except as limited under paragraph (1) and 
(2), expenses paid during the taxable year, 
not compensated for by insurance or other- 
wise, for medical care of the taxpayer, his 
spouse, or a dependent specified in section 
25 (b) (2) (A) of the taxpayer. The term 
“medical care,” as used in this subsection, 
shall include amounts paid for the diagnosis, 
cure, mitigation, treatment, or prevention of 
disease, or for the purpose of affecting any 
structure or function of the body (including 
amounts paid for accident or health insur- 
ance). 

(1) A husband and wife who file a joint 
return may deduct only such expenses as 
exceed 5 per centum of the aggregate net 
income of such husband and wife, computed 
without benefit of this subsection, and the 
maximum deduction for the taxable year 
shall be not in excess of $2,500 in the case 
of such husband and wife. 

(2) An individual who filts a separate 
return may deduct only such expenses as 
exceed 5 per centum of the net income of 
the taxpayer, computed without the benefit 
of this subsection, and the maximum deduc- 
tion for the taxable year shall not be in ex- 
cess of “$2,500 in the case of the head of a 
family, and not in excess of $1,250 in the 
case of all other such individuals.” 


Lewis ReEsiens AS SECRETARY 
oF COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATION 


The resignation of Samuel R. Lewis 
as secretary of the Committee on Legis- 
lation has been announced by Harry B. 
Pinney, General Secretary. Mr. Lewis 
had served as secretary of the committee 
for the past five years and, in that time, 
had rendered exceptionally effective 


ti 
j 
G 

as 

or 

20 
I 

F. 
can 

Ass 
pict 

7 tral 
| wor 
| laur 
ciati 

asso 

relat 

Py 

films 

| in t 
Nove 

mitte 

Bure 

Pictu 
Ame: 

Dent 

from 

can 

State: 

Th 

ing c 

in Sp 

the us 

Amer: 

for 


+ sv 


Mip-Monru Issuvz 2115 


service in connection with dental legisla- 
tion. He leaves the American Dental 
Association to enter a firm engaged in 
the general practice of law. 

Dr. Pinney also announced that 
George H. Fox will succeed Mr. Lewis 
as full-time secretary of the Committee 
on Legislation. 


BUREAU OF PUBLIC 
RELATIONS 


Latin AMERICA TO RECEIVE 
20 TecuNicaL DENTAL Fi_ms 


Plans are being perfected by Daniel 
F. Lynch, chairman of the Pan-Ameri- 
can Committee of the American Dental 
Association, for furnishing dental motion 
picture films to dental schools and gov- 
ernmental agencies in South and Cen- 
tral American countries. This extremely 
worth while project was _ recently 
launched by the American Dental Asso- 
ciation as a contribution to public, intra- 
association, national and international 
relations. 

Prints of twenty dental technical 
films that have been produced recently 
in this country will be evaluated on 
November 20-21 by a reviewing com- 
mittee consisting of representatives of the 
Bureau of Public Relations, the Motion 
Picture ‘Committee and the Pan- 
American Committee of the American 
Dental Association, and representatives 
from the office of the Coordinator of 
Inter-American Affairs, the Pan-Amer- 
ean Sanitary Bureau and the United 
States Department of State. 

The pictures approved by the review- 
ing committee will then be reproduced 
in Spanish and possibly Portuguese for 
the use of twenty-one South and Central 
American neighbors. The films chosen 
for review have been selected by the 


American Dental Association’s Motion 
Picture Committe, of which Cecil C. 
Connelly is chairman. 


A.D.A. APPOINTMENT 
Book Now AVAILABLE 


Members of the American Dental 
Association who have not yet secured 
their 1943 appointment book are re- 
quested to write immediately to the Bu- 
reau of Public Relations for a copy. The 
book is distinctive in appearance and 
contains no advertisements of any kind. 

In addition to the pages for appoint- 
ments, the book contains a brief bio- 
graphic sketch of Pierre Fauchard, a 
district map of the American Dental 
Association, the Code of Ethics, a list of 
dental materials certified by the A.D.A. 
Research Commission, a list of denti- 
frices accepted by the Council on Dental 
Therapeutics, a list of books and pack- 
age libraries compiled by the A.D.A. Li- 
brary Bureau and a list of the educa- 
tional material available from the Bureau 
of Public Relations. 

Bound in black imitation leather, the 
book sells for $1.00, or for $1.25 if the 
individual name is stamped on .the 
front cover. A more complete descrip- 
tion and an order blank will be found 
on page A-42 of the November 1, 1942 
issue of THE JOURNAL OF THE AMER- 
ICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION. 


AMERICAN ScHOOL HEALTH 
AssocIATION MEETING 


The American School Health Asso- 
ciation, whose membership consists 
largely of school physicians, dentists, 
nurses and physical educators, held its 
annual meeting in conjunction with the 
American Public Health Association in 
St. Louis on October 27-30. 

On October 28, the Association held 
a joint luncheon session with the Oral 
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Health Group of the American Public 
Health Association. George M. Wheat- 
ley, M.D., of the Metropolitan Life In- 
surance Company, spoke on the subject 
“The Physician Looks at the School Den- 
tal Program.” Dr. Wheatley’s remarks 
were centered on the dental aspects of 
the well-known Astoria, N. Y., health 
demonstration study. He emphasized the 
advisability and the necessity of close co- 
operation between private practitioners 
of dentistry and the school health au- 
thorities in any preventive dental pro- 


gram. 

Lon W. Morrey, director of the Bu- 
reau of Public Relations of the American 
Dental Association, was elected chairman 
of the program committee for the com- 
ing year. For the past five years, he has 
been a member of the Governing Coun- 
cil of the American School Health Asso- 
ciation. 

The American School Health Associa- 
tion is a small, but very influential group 
of school health officials, and its leaders 
are keenly interested in the dental prob- 
lems which constantly confront them. 


STATE ASSOCIATIONS 


ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS 
IN STATE DENTAL SOCIETIES 


WISCONSIN.—The Journal of the Wis- 
consin State Dental Society will be issued 
monthly instead of bimonthly in order 
“to promote a more complete contact 
between the society and its members.” 


TENNESSEE.—The Journal of the Tennes- 
see State Dental Association will suspend 
publication for the’duration of the war, 
with the current issue. 


NORTH DAKOTA.—A “History of North 
Dakota State Dental Association” is be- 
ing published by Lewis C. Davenport, of 
Fargo. Copies are available through the 
state secretary. 


OKLAHOMA.—The Oklahoma State Den- 
tal Society, through action of its exec- 
utive council, has withdrawn from the 
Southwest Dental Congress because of 
“gasoline rationing and crowded trans- 
portation facilities.” A state meeting will 
be held instead in Oklahoma City on 


April 11-14, 1943. 


MINNESOTA.—A separate division of den- 
tal health has been established in the 
state board of health on the request of 
the board of trustees and the dental 
health education committee of the state 
association. 


NEW YORK.—The Greater New York 
Dental Meeting will be held in the Hotel 
Pennsylvania, New York City, on De- 
cember 7-11. 


ILLINOIS.—All component societies have 
been asked to poll members on the ques- 
tion of licensing oral hygienists in the 
state. Final decision will be made by the 
executive council in December. 

“ix hundred and fifty-five dentists were 
in attendance at the Institute for War 
Medicine and Surgery for Dentists, con- 
ducted under the sponsorship of the Chi- 
cago Dental Society on October 26-29. 
One hundred dentists were from the 
Army and Navy, while the remainder 
enrolled were from twenty-nine states. 

The seventy-ninth annual meeting of 
the Chicago Dental Society will be held 
at the Palmer House, Chicago, on Febru- 
ary 22-25, according to an announce- 
ment by the president, Willis J. Bray. 
Because of war conditions, all dentists 
who are not members of the local society 
will be invited to become associate mem- 
bers of the society as a qualification for 
attendance. Membership in the Amer- 
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ican Dental Association is the sole qual- 
ification for an associate membership, 
which entails an annual fee of $3. Ap- 
plications should be made directly to 
the society. 


CENTRAL OFFICE 


INAUGURATE CHRISTMAS SEAL 
CAMPAIGN FoR RELIEF FunD 


In 1913, the Relief Fund Committee 
of the American Dental Association 
adopted the idea of sending out Christ- 
mas seals in an annual campaign. Last 
year, $27,848.09 was contributed to the 
fund, while $12,269.80 was paid out as 
relief benefits. Harry B. Pinney, Gen- 
eral Secretary, has announced that the 
mailing of the seals in the current cam- 
paign was completed by the Central 
Office early in November. Contribu- 
tions should be sent directly to the Den- 
tal Relief Fund, American Dental Asso- 
ciation, 212 East Superior St., Chicago. 


GOVERNMENT 


Supp.y OF PuysiciANs 
DiscussED IN SENATE 


The supply of physicians for the armed 
forces and civilian population was the 
target for a sharp report on October 29 
by the Senate subcommittee on man- 
power which had been investigating the 
problem. The report brought an im- 
mediate rejoinder from spokesmen for 
the American Medical Association, who 
said that the subcommittee report “indi- 
cates a lack of information as to what 
had already been accomplished . . . to 
meet the needs of the situation” and that 
“actually what had been done in rela- 
tionship to medical service (by the Pro- 
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curement and Assignment Service) might 
well serve as a model for other activities 
of the War Manpower Commission.” 

This reply was in answer to the sub- 
committee report which charged “hap- 
hazard” recruiting of physicians. Fol- 
lowing are the findings listed in the sub- 
committee’s report : 


1. A disjointed procurement policy exists 
in the military service, under which volun- 
tary induction occurs with various military 
units competing for the very limited supply 
of doctors available for war-tinte America. 
This has resulted in the hoarding and freez- 
ing of unused doctors in the American armed 
forces in a ratio double that of the British. 

2. Serious dislocation of medical man- 
power throughout the nation, because the ill- 
supplied rural areas are contributing twice 
and sometimes four times the proportion of 
doctors coming from urban areas... 

3. A tremendous unnecessary over-mili- 
tarization of the doctor supply at the expense 
of the civilian population. Possibly this has 
been based on an inaccurate estimate of the 
number of doctors needed for a thousand 
soldiers and because in early 1942 the au- 
thorities responsible for obtaining doctors 
thought they were immediately required to 
produce a medical organization for a thirteen 
million man army. 


In defending the procedures that had 
been used to recruit physicians for the 
armed forces, the Journal of the Amer- 
ican Medical Association said editorially* : 


The Procurement and Assignment Service 
was created by the President of the United 
States and charged with consideration of the 
task of meeting the needs for physicians of 
the armed forces, industry and the civilian 
population. It has approached the problem 
scientifically, with accurate inventories of 
physicians available and needed and with 
due regard for the health of all the people 
of the United States. At the same time the 
concept that the winning of the war must be 
our first objective has not been overlooked. 
Actually what has been done in relationship 
to medical services might well serve as a 
model for the other activities of the War 
Manpower Commission. 


*J.A.M.A. 120:766 November 7, 1942. 
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